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C. B. Bernard is the author of  the novels Ordinary Bear and  
Small Animals Caught in Traps, and Chasing Alaska: A Portrait of  
the Last Frontier Then and Now, a Publishers Weekly and National 
Geographic top pick and finalist for the Oregon Book Award in 
nonfiction. An inveterate storyteller, he’s moved cross-country six 
times, lived in nine states, built a boat, walked tens of  thousands  
of  miles with his dogs, and written about everything from fly- 
fishing to wolves to maritime piracy. After spending much of  his 
adult life in Alaska and Oregon, he can now be found on the Rhode  
Island coast with his feet in the ocean and his head in the clouds. 
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Dark and humorous—literary, but with the heart of  a detec-
tive novel—Ordinary Bear weighs the burden of  grief  while ex-
ploring our boundless capacity for humanity, kindness, and 
hope. 

Set in the high Alaskan Arctic village of  Nanukmiut and the seedy 
underbelly of  Portland, Oregon, this darkly funny tale masterfully 
blends literary finesse with the grit of  crime novel noir as it ex-
plores the perplexing depths of  grief  and the vast expanse of  hu-
man kindness. It follows one man’s harrowing odyssey to save a 
missing child and find redemption in the bleakest of  circumstances, 
aided by unexpected friendships found in unlikely places.
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“C. B. Bernard has a keen eye for the details of  misery and redemption,  
whether in the far-flung villages of  the Arctic or the eccentric  

back streets of  Portland, Oregon.”  
—Shamus Award-winning author John Straley


